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himſelf, the Fountain of all true Honour, 1 Sam. ji. 30. 


8 P$AL, cxi. 6 
The Fear of the Lord is the Beginning 


V nothing is more ridiculous in itſelf, nor 


more odious and deteſtable both to God 
and Man, than Hypocriſy, or Counterfeit © 

_ A. Religion; ſo neither is there any thing more 
excellent in itſelf, more acceptable to God, nor more 
ad vantageous to Mankind, than real and true Pietyy - 
which is therefore commended to us in Holy Scripture, 


) 


C2 


under the Name and Notion of whatſoever wWe can de- 


ſire to make us happy or do us good. Are we'cove- . 
tous of Riches? The Apoſtle tells us, That Godlineſs” 


with Contentment is great Gain, 1 Tim. vi. 6+ Yea, Tha 
' Godlineſs is profitable for all things, c. iv. 6. Which lam 


ſure nothing in the World beſides is. Are we&ambis 


tious of Honours? The truly Pious are certainly in- 
_ - veſted with the higheſt Honour that it is poſſible for 4 
Creature to attain unto: For he is honoured by God 


And therefore the righteous is ſaid to be more excellent 


than bis neighbour, Prov. xii. 26. Are we defirous of 
Pleaſure and Delight? The ways of Wiſdom or true 


Piety are ways of pleaſantneſs, and all ber paths are pet, 


Prov. iü. 17; Vea, \Length of Days is in her right hand; 


is 
o 


Mm. 


+ 


and in her left hand riches and honour, ver. 16, Neither 
is there any thing that is or can be the Object of our 
Soul's Deſire, but it is either contained in, or may be 


obtained by true Piety and Religion. 
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4 _ The Wiſdew if being Hay. 
But notwithſtanding, ſeeing the Wealth and Ho- 
" nburs, the Life and Pleaſures, and all the good things 
elle which attend on Godlinefs, are of another and 
- Higher Nature, than the things that go under thoſe 
Names among the Men of this World ; ſo that none 
can attain unto them without neglecting, or at ſeaſt 
deſpiſing all yp upon Earth. Hence Piety itſelf is 
apt to be branded with the ignominiaps Name of Folly 
and thoſe who are truly religious, are commonly 
reputed little better than Fools and Ideots, . becauſe 
foxſooth, their Minds being always fixed upon higher 
Objects, they cannot bring them down ſo low, as to 
de always employed about the Toys and Trifles of this 
. tranſient World: Sb that they let ſlip many Opportu- 
- Nities of getting of encreaſing their Eſtates, becauſe 
they will not uſe ſuch unlawful means as others do 
| ut it. They cannot be ſo plauſible in flattering, fo 
ubtle in projecting, ſo cunning in equivocating, 6 
- confident in lying, fo ingenious in cheating, ſo artifi- 
-, cial in cozening as others ate, and therefore they ate 
thought to Want the Wit wherewith others are en- 
- dowed by Nature, of have acquired by Arft. 
But if we conſult the judgment of thoſe which are 
truly wiſe, or ſearch into the Oracles of the All- wiſe 
/ God. himſelf, we ſhall ſoon find the contrary, even 
that the wicked and impious, howſvever cunning and 
witty they may ſeen), are really the greateſt- Fools and 
'Mad-thea upon Earth ; and the truly Pious and Godly, 
howfoever ſimple and ignorant they appear, are really 
tze wiſeſt and moſt knowing Perſons in the World ; 
Which, were you but throughly convinced of, it would 
ſet an extraordinary Edge upon your Deſires after Ho- 
lineſs: For I dare ſay, You would all willingly be, and 
ſhew yourſeIvesto be Wiſe Men, this being a Matter 
of real Eſteem, and great Reputation in the World. 
But. if it be impoſſible for you to attain to true 
Wiſdom, until you firſt attain. to true Piety, you 
muſt needs follow after Holineſs in order to the 
Accompliſament of your Deſires to be wiſe: This 
5 5 1 | NS, > therefore” 9 
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The Wiſdom of being H. 5 
therefore is that which I ſhall endeavour at this time 
to prove; and for that end, have choſen theſe Words, 
from whence to demonſtrate to yon, that Sin is in- 
deed the greateſt Folly that we can be guilty of, and 
Bolineſs the higheſt-Wiſdom that we can ever attain 
unto. The Fear of the Lord, ſaith the Pſalmiſt, is the + 
beginning of wiſdom: a good underſtanding have all they 
that do by commandments. 3 
For the opening of which Words, we muſt rk 
conſider what we- are to underſtand here by che Fray © 
of the Lord: For the Underſtanding whereof, - - 


Ert, We muſt know that the Eternal God, as he 
d the Supreme Being and Governour of the World, 
is the only Object of our Fear: For though other 

iraſcible Affections be placed only upon Evil, this 
of Fear is to be placed only upon the chiefeſt 
Good; not becauſe he hath any thing of evil in him; 
but becauſe he is above all Evil; for that I am to fear -* 
moſt, from which I may receive the greateſt Good, 
and which by Conſequence” can with-hold the great- 
eſt Good from me, and lay the greateſt Evil upon me: 
Now Sin that is the worſt of Evils, can do us no 
hurt unleſs God pleaſeth, who is fo infinitely good, 
that he would not ſuffer Sin to be, but that he is ſo 
, infinitely powerful that he can produce good from 
it: It is only for Sin indeed, but it is only by God 
that we can be deſtroyed; and if Sin may not, cer. 
tainly nothing elſe ought to be feared in Compariſon 
of God; no, not the Devil himſelf, who can do no 
more without God's Permiſſion, than the weakeſt © 
Creature in the World: His Hands are tied, his 
wer reſtrained, his Bounds are ſet and limited by 
Omnipotence itſelf: He could not touch Job's Cattle 
till he had received Commiſſion from God; neither 
I could he come near his Body, till his Commiſſion © | 
ö was both renewed and enlarged : So neither he nor 
any other Creature in the World can bring us into the 
n | „ leaſt 
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x The Lhe.) of Che Holy. 

leaſt Evil, without the Commiſſion; or at leaſt the Pers 
* "Miſſion of the Chiefeſt good Creator : They may op- 
* -preſs vs, they may reproach us, they may wound us, 
they may kill us, but they cannot hurt us, without 


| God, who can turn all ſeeming Goods into real Evils, 


and all ſuch ſeeming Evils into real Goods. Hence 
our Saviour enjoins us not to fear them which can kill 
the body, but him who can deſtroy. both foul and body in 

— bel, Matth. x. 28. Others may kill our Bodies bat 
| they cannot kill our Souls; and though they may 
Kill our Bodies they. cannot deſtroy. them, for God 
can raiſe them up again. But if Gog "kimſelf ſets _ 
bimſelf againſt us, it is not in the Power of all jo 
Creatures in the World to relieve. or help us: 
that, as the Apoſtle faith; I is a fearful thing wy 
zo fall into the hands of the living God, Heb. x. 31. 
He doth not ſay it is a fearful thing to fall into Po- 
- verty; it is a fearful thing to fall into Diſgrace; it 
*. Is a fearful thing to fall into Sickneſs; it is a fearful 
thing to fall into the Jaws of Death, or into the 
Hands of cruel Men; but it 5s 4 fearful thing to fall 


. anto the; Hands of the living God. It is true, It may. 


ſeem a fearful thing to fall into the Hands of a righ- 
* teons Judge, and angry King, or a tyrannizing Devil; 
but woe be to him that falls into the hands of the living 
God, from whom no Creature is able to reſcue or 
deliver him: So that we have ſo much Cauſe to fear 
God, that we have Cauſe to fear nothing in the World 


but him ; nothing being able to remove any Evil from 


vs, or o confer any Good upon us; nothing able to 
la any Evil upon us, or with- bold any Good from 
us, but only he; Who ſhould therefore be not only 


te chiefeſt but 'the only Object of our Fears, ſo. as 
to fear and dread no Perſon or Thing in the World 


bat+ him. 80 Ia. viii. 13. 

Nou this our Fear of God; we ought to expreſs | 

. having high and reverential Apprehenſions of him, 

his n, * * Goodneſs, Juſtice, 
e * 
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9 ne 2 1 being Holy: 7 
Mes and all bis incomprehenſible ond, which 
we are ſtill bethinking of, ſo as to admire, reverence, 
and adore them, ſo as never to take his Sacred Name 
into our Lips, without lifting up our Hearts unto 

him, much more when we ſpeak unto him, we muſt 

not dare to utter any thing unſeemly or irreverent- ö 
ly before him, but ſtill follow the Apoſtle's Rule, ro . 
ſerve him with reverence and godly fear, Heb. xi. 28. 
Yea, our Fear of God ſhould. be, and if it be real, 
will be expreſſed by our Care to avoid whatſoever 
is diſpleaſing to him, and to perform whatſoever is 
commanded or enjoined by him, otherwiſe we in 
vain pretend to fear God. | | 

- Hence therefore the Fear of God, is orditarity vi 
in Scripture for the Summ and Subſtance of true Re- 
-ligion- and ſincere Piety; the Fear of God and God- 
lineſs being equiyalent Terms, both ſignifying one and 
the ſame thing. Thus Job is ſaid to be an tipright. 

mu, one that feared God, Job i. 8. He that fears Gd 
muſt needs be an upright Man; and none can be an 
upright Man that doth not fear God. Thus Pfal. 

XXXiV. 11. Prov. xv. 16, and fo all along, eſpecially 

in the Old Teſtament, the Fear of the Lord is put 

for all the Worſhip-and Service which we owe to 
God for the whole Duty of Man: And therefore, in 

the New Teſtament, where the Greek uſeth wit, 

Godlineſs, the Syriack always renders it by Ja N 

I the Fearaf God, As where we read 7 having "| 


47 Form of Godlinefs, in the Language which our Savi- 
our ſpake, it is rendered by ©; 


aN M Jpeg \omi Ad. 


whe bave 4 Form of the Fear of God, that is, of Gods | 
linefs, 


And the Reaſon why the Fear of God is th vſeg 
Ny to expreſs Univerſal Holineſs or Piety, is, oe 
e 


e acts of Picty can be performed without "it 
J Te to perfect Holineſs in the Fear of God, 2 Ch. 6 7 
3 | -N ei⸗ * 
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ne miu il ting Holy 
Neither ate there any Acts of Piety but what pro- 
ceed from it: For by the Fear of the Lord men depart 
from evil, Prov, xvi. 6. Vea, the Fear of the Lord is 
to hate evil: Prov, viii. 13. it being impoſſible for a 
Man to fear God and love Sin at the ſame time: 850 
that didſt thou fear the Great God as thou oughteſt 
to do, thou couldſt not but reverence his Prefence 
and -dread his Powers; thou conldſt not but admire , 
| his Wiſdom and love his Beauty; thou couldſt not 
but be fearful of his Judgments and thankful for his 
| Mercies; thou couldſt not but tremble at his Threat- 
-, Rings and truſt on his Promiſes ; thou couldſt not 
but avoid whatſoever he hath.forbidden, and perform 
. Whatſoever. he hath commande; thau couldſt not 
ue ſerye} him with a perfect Heart and a willing 
ind, ſo as never to depart from him. I wil put 


— 


1 fear, ſaith he, into their bearts, that they ſball not 
1 — from me, Jer, xxxii. 40. The true 5 of God 
ſettles and fixes our Minds ſo, that neither the Allure- 
| ments of the World can draw us, nor the Tempta- 
tions of Satan can drive us from him; and therefore 
- It is no wonder that true Piety in general is ſignified 
by our fearing God, r 
In the next Place this Fear of God or true Holi- 
8, that is, the Univerſal Conformity of our Natures, 
Will, and Actions to the Commands of the Moſt High 
Gad is here ſaid to be the Beginning of Wiſdom, Tm2n 
run the Beginning, and the ad or Perfettion of 
it” Wiſdom; for the Word )- ſignifies both : So that 
te Meaning of the Words in general is, that true 
- Picty is both the Beginning and the Eqgd, the Incho- 
ation and the Perfection of Wiſdom ; or as St. Chry- 
ſoſtom expqunds it, is am jife, vnydens,. the Fountain,” 
the Root, the Ground, the Al of Wiſdom : So that he 
that fears God is a wiſe Man, yea he js therefore a 
viſe Man becauſe he fears God; and he that fears 2 
| t God is a Fool, therefore a Fool becauſe he dogh 
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Te Wiſdom of being Holy. #8 
The Firſt Thing therefore I would have you ob- 
| ſerve. from theſe Words, is, That he that doth not 
| fear God, but ſtill continues in his Sins, he hath not 
as yet attained ſo far as to the Beginning, the very 
. loweſt Degree of Wiſdom ; he hath not ſo much as 
'% begun to be wiſe, and by Conſequence is a very 
> | Fool: He may juſtly be called a Mabal, for Folly is 
: with him becauſe Sin is with him, which, all things 
© | conſidered, is the greateſt Folly that a Man can poſſi- 
8 bly be guilty of. e 
— In ſpeaking to which it would be an endleſs thing 
83 to reckon up the many Places of Scripture wherein 
n Sinners are called Fools, yea and Mad men too. K 
" notable Example of it we have in the Parable of the 
8 Prodigal, who having ſpent all his Time and Wealth 
in Rioting, Drunkenneſs, and ſuch: like Sins, ou 
Bleſſed Saviour faith, When he came to bimſelf he ſaid, 
How many hired Servants of my Father haue bread” 
enongh ? Luke xv, 17. When he came to himſelf; it 
ſeems the Man had hitherto been beſides himſelf, per- 
e | fealy diſtracted, and broken in his IntelleQuals : Bug 
ed | when he bethougbt himſelf of going to his Father, 
li- 


then he began to come to himſelf, to be recovered. 
rom his former Folly, Madneſs, and Diſtraction. 
es, by the Prodigal our Saviour there means, all 
gh manner of Perſons that continne in their Sins, and 
el will not return to God; and by his coming to him» _ 
— ſelf, he means his Return or Converſion unto God: So 


hat that ſo long as any of you refuſe to fear God and 
rue his Commandments, and chuſe to feed upon 
ho- . s With the Su ine of this World, rather than upon 
- | the Bread of Life, with. the Angels and Saints? 


Whatever Thonghts you may have of your Wits 
5 4 dom and Sobriety, in the judgment of your Bleſſed 
rea | Saviour himſelf, you are no better than diſtracted Per- 
ears, | ſons, beſides yourſelves: neither can you come 'to 
2 yourſcives but by returning unto God; which Ob- 
* | E&rvation, rightly de hd cannot fprely but be 
. 1 >> _— 


\ 


| * : ' f J 
0 De Wiſdom of being Holy. ; 
very prevalent upon you, to ſhame you out of your 
Sins, into the Fear and Love of God. And, there» 
fore, I ſhall endeavour to explain and confirm it far- 
- ther to you, ſhewing you both the zu and the h 
ok it, that Signers are really Fools; and why they are 
8 — 1 wherein eſpecially they manifeſt themſelves to 
E 0. eee eee e 
l - Firft, Therefore that every Sinner is a Fool, and 
by Conſequence that yourſelves are Fools ſo long as 
Sinners, you cannot but grant and. acknowledge if 
you do but conſider theſe things; which are clear 
Demonſtrations of this great Truth, that every Sinner 
” 3s a Fool. „ | IRE 2 
1. You know a Fool by his Dulneſs, Stupidity, and 
Ignorance of what is neceſſary for him to know. 
The wiſeſt Man in the World doth not know all 
things; and the greateſt Fool in the World may 
- Know ſome things. And therefore Folly doth not 
conſiſt ſo much in being altogether ignorant, but in 
being ignorant of ſuch things, the Knowledge where- 
- . of is neceſſary to make Men happy. A Natural Fool 
may know how to purſue a Cloud, and to play with 
Feathers, and yet be a Fool for all that; and ſo may 
u Spiritual Fool too, he may know how to catch at 
Bubble, and gape after Air; 1 mean; he may know | - 
be to humour the World, and get Riches, But what 
of all that? He knows nothing of God, nothing of 
Chriſt, nothing of true Grace and Vertue, and ſo 
nothing that his neceſlary- for him to know: He may 
have ſome dark and confuſed Notions of fuch Spiri- : 
tual Things, as the verieſt Fool in the World may | 
. have of Temporal; . but he knows nothing clearly, 
nothing diſtinctiy, nothing experimentally, nothing 
practically as he ought to know it. A Fool or Mad- 
man may; and ordinarily. doth, conceit himſelf to be 
very wiſe and knowing more than others; but his 


OConceits of himſelf cannot make others believe ſo, if 
| His Actions declare the contrary. $0 you may fancy 
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Die Wiſdom of being Holy. It 
to yourſelves that you have attained to great Know- 
ledge of God, but you may fancy to yourſelves. what 

you pleaſe; if you do not fear God, I am ſure you 
do not know him; for it is abſolutely impoſſible to 
know fo great and glorious, ſo wiſe and powerful, 
ſo juſt and terrible a God as he is, and not to fear 
and dread him. As David faith, They that know thy 
Name will put their truſt in thee, Pal. ix. 10. So we 
may ſay of all other Duties whatſoever, - they that 
know God, they cannot but love and honour him, 
they cannot but ſerve and worſhip him; they. cane - 
not but obey and fear him, and by Conſequence they 


cannot but repent and turn unto him; and, there- 


— 


% 


Employment whatſoever. He knows not how'to 


fore, ſo long as you continue in your Sins, you may 
conclude yourſelves to be Ignorant of God, and ſo 
of all things that conduce either to your preſent or 
2 Happineſs, and conſequently that you are very 


ools. Th | . | 

2. That every Sinner is a Fool, is plain, in that 
as he knows nothing, ſo he can do nothing as he ought 
to do it: Yowll all grant him to be a Fool with 4 
Witneſs, that is not capable of any Art or Employ» 

ment that is. neceſſary for his Livelihood and Preſer- 
vation; juſt ſuch a Fool is every Sinner: He knows 
not how to ſet his Hand to any Spiritual Work or 


or hear, to meditate or examine himſelf. As a Fook 
can talk to himſelf, ſo may ſuch a one mutter out ſome 
Words to himſelf ; but he knows not how to pray to 
God. I do not deny but you may be cunning enough ' 
at ſinning, ſo as to do it very artißicially; even as 
there is never a Fool in the World but bath; wit 
enough to play the Fool, ſo there is never a Sinner 
— may know well enough how to act the Sinner; 
t if he ſets about any thing that is good, he does 


it fo ſimply and awkardly, that he betrays his folly _ 


> 


| | begin, 
carry on, or finiſh it as he * do, and ther _ 
| oy | | = © 2 I" r ; 


- 


in the doing of it, not being able either to 


| 


„ The Wiſdow of being Holy 


dur whole Life and Strength in minding and pu 


| , . worldly | | 
worth bat what the Deluſions of our own diſtracted 


| be makes ſuch fimple and mad Bargains which natu- 
| rally follows from the former; you'll all acknowledge 


x f 


for all bis ſubtlety in other things, he is a Fool in 

the Eſteem of God himſelf; Jer. iv. 22. EPR. >. 
3. You know a Fool by his ſetting an high Price 

upon things of a low Value, and a low Value upon 


"things of the higheſt Price. As he is a Fool indeed 


you'll ſay that thinks a Bead better than a Pearl, 
and prefers a Cockle-ſhel] before a Crown: Such a 


Fool is every Sinner. Poor Fool! he prizes a little 


refined Earth before the Pearl of Price, a little Gold' 


= and Silver before eternal Glory, the Onions and Gar- 


lick of Egypt are better to him than all the Milk and 
Honey. in the Land of Caan. And I fear there 
are too many ſuch Fools among us, who prefer the 


| Toys and Trifles of this lower World before the 


— and Happineſs that is above; who prefer their 
Bodies before their Souls; their Sins before God; the 
Worſt of Evils before the Beſt of Goods; Earth, with 
all its Miſeries, before Heaven with all its Bliſs and Glory. 
Odeſperate Madnefs! Egregions Folly What a ſtrange, 
fottiſh,. a fooliſh Creature is Man become? That we 


| who were deſigned for, and are invited to nothing 


Jeſs than the Enjoyment of God himſelf, ſhould ge- 
nerally ſpend our Time, our Thoughts, our —— 

u- 
elſe but Dreams and Shadows, even 


F and Henours, which have no other 


ing nothi; 


Fancies confer upon them. 8 3s 


4. It is plain alſo that every Sinner is 9 Fool, in that | 


him to be an egregious Fool indeed that will ſell an 


tate for a Feather, and part with a Crown to 


purchaſe a Pebble; 1 know you'll all grant ſuch a Man 


| deſerves to be begged for a Fool. And yet whoſo» 


ever thou art that continneſt in thy Sins, thou art 


the Man; thou art ſuch a Fool gs this is; for En 
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Die Wiſdom of being Hoy. 13 
ne, thou ſelleſt thy Birthright for a Meſs of Pottage; 
a whole Kingdom for a little Piece of Land; God for 
the World ; Heaven for Earth; all things for nothing; 
for nothing did I ſay, yea for leſs than nothing; for 
worſe than nothing; for Sin and Miſery, inſtead of ſel- 
ling the World to gain thy Soul, thou ſelleſt thy Soul to 
gain the World. And fo doſt not only ſell Heaven for 
Earth, but for Hell too into the Bargain, and ſo parteſt 

with the Height of Happineſs for the Depth of Miſery 
with everlaſting Bliſs for eternal Torments. And worſe 
than all this too, Men do not only make ſuch fooliſh 
and ridiculous Bargains as theſe are, but they are apt 
to applaud their own Ingenuity in it, and to think they 
get a great deal by it; which is a clear Demonſtra- 

” tion that they are very much diſtempered in their 
Brains, and have loſt the true Uſe of their Senſe and 
Reaſon. REO th. | 4 
Laſth, A Fool, you know, cannot betray his Folly 

more than by being ſecure ia the Midſt of Danger, 

-as never to look before him, nor matter any Evil that 
zs falling upon him. Vet this is the plain Caſe of every 
Sinner; who though he ſtands continually npog' the 

Brink of Hell, and wants nothing but God's Puſh to 
throw him in, yet he is ſq, fool-hardy, as we uſe to 
ſay, that he fears nothing, but thinks himſelf ſecure 
and ſate enough. Thus the rich Man in the Goſpel, 
when his Barns were full of Corn, his Heart was at 
eaſe, and his Head unconcerned for any thing that 
could befal him; ſo that he ſang that pleaſing requiem 
to his Soul, Soul rake thy caſe, thou haßt Goods laid up for 
mam Tear: But you know what he was called for his 
pains, in plain terms, a Fool, Thu Fool, faith God, this 
night ſhall thy Soul be alen from thee, Luke xii. 20. How 
many ſuch Fools have we among us, who continuing 
in their Sins, are every Moment ſubject to the Wrath 
of this eternal God, and in continual Danger of Hell- 
fire, and yet can ſleep as quietly, and live as merrily, 
and go on as ſecurely in the Ways of Sin, 9 5 
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© from all Cares and Fears, as if they had never heard 
of ere as Death and judgment. And if 
theſe be not, I am ſure there neither is nor can be any 
fach Creatures ia the World as Fools or Madmen. 
That Sin, therefore, is the greateſt Folly; aud every 
| "Sinner, as ſuch, a very Fool; theſe things being con- 
|  fidered, none can deny without betraying his own 
Folly and Want of Reaſon. The next Thing to be 
| conlidered. is the an; How it comes to paſs that 
Men which were firſt made in the Likeneſs of God, 
and ſo endowed: with Reaſon, Wiſdom, and a clear 
Underſtanding of all things neceſſary to make them 
| Happy, that they ſhould become ſuch Fools, ſo deſti- 

- Tate of all true Wiſdom and Knowledge, guilty of 
| Fach egregious Folly, in ſpiritual Matters, which do ſo 
- Wgtly concern them? To which we may Anſwer in 
brief, Some are ſpiritual Fools; for the ſame. Reaſon 
that others are natural Fools. For why are any natu- 
al Fools? But only becauſe their Brains ate diſtem- 
pered and ont of order ; by which means their Fancies 
|  ©r Imaginations being diſturbed, they have dark, falſc 
| and confuſed Notions and Conceptions of Things. An 
pon the ſome Account it is that all Sinners are ſpiri- 
|. tual Fools; becauſe their Souls are diſtempered, their 

” JatelleQuals diſtracted, their Conſciences corrupted, 

- therr Reaſons darkened, their Wills perverted, their 
Hearts hardened, their Aﬀe&ions diſorder'd, all their 
Faculties are out of Tune, and fo act irregularly, and 
{contrary to their firſt Inſtitution. For, when Man by 
Sia and Diſobedience fell from God his Maker, he fell 
as tar as from Heaven to Earth, from the Height of 
Piety and Happineſs, to the Depth of Sin and Miſery ; 
And by Conſequence, his Fall was ſo great, that it 
turned his Brains quite upſide down, and fo he remains 
| n a diſtracted Condition, and never can come to him- 
| 


elf again till the Great God himſelf becomes his Phy- 
* and undertakes bis Cure, and by the Iufuſion of 

is Grace and Spirit into him, brings his Soul 952 
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is, one no wiſer than he was Born: So may every 


Kind naturally are guilty. of, and that is Covetouſneſs 


vv 
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order again. And until God thus pours in his Grace 
into the Heart, the Soul continues thus ſottiſh, ſta» 


pid, fooliſh and diſtracted; as the Fall of our firſt 


Parents made it. And all Sinners, fo long as ſuch, 
being ſtill in their natural Condition, the ſame where- 
in they were Born, and which the firſt Sin brought 
them into; it is no wonder that they act like them- 
ſelves, that is, like fooliſh and diſtracted Perſons. 
Hence, as we uſually call a Fool, a mere Natural, that 


Sinner be truly termed a Natural, one ſtill in his na- 


- tural Condition, no better than when he came into 


the World, that is, as bad as bad can be. Hence alſo 


it is that Chriſt is faid to be the Phyſiciaa of Souls; 


becauſe it is he that Cures us of this ſad Diſtemper, 
and ſets our Souls at rights again, reducing our Un- 
derſtandings, Wills and Affections to their right 
Order, and to their primitive Frame and Conftitye | 


tion: | 2 
And until Men be thus renewed and recovered to 


their former Health and Strength of Mind they are 


mere Naturals, void of all true Wiſdom and Under- 
ſtanding; and, therefore, it is no wonder that they | 
play ſo many. fooliſh Tricks as generally they do ia 
the World. Which being the Laſt Thing that I pro- 


% miſed to ſhew, I- ſhall demonſtrate it from ſeveral la» 
ſtances, wherein all Sinners, that is, all that til] con- 


tinue in Sin, without turning to the Living God, do 


plainly diſcover their natural Folly and Biſtraction, 
that any one that doth but ſee them may know What 
they are by what they do. a 3 


. 1 
As Firft, There is one Piece of Folly which all Man- 


or Deſire of Riches; whereby Men love and long for. | 
fine Houſes and Lands, and Silver and Gold, and ſuch 
like things. Jaſt-as we may have, ſometimes ſeen a na- 


tural Fool or Idiot [pleaſing himſelf with having his 
Pockets full of Stones or Dirt; or rather, as diſttaded 


. Perſons, 1 
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Wealth howſoever they come by it; and therefore 
80 through a thouſand Temptations and Dangers to 


| ſenſible that the Nature of Man is very weak and frail, 
not able to weild or manage much of the World, and, 
therefore, very wiſely defired no more than what he 


* Abouring for ſuch things as naturally tend to make 

them ſa. They daily pray that God would not lead 
ö — 4 into Temptations, and yet they earneſtly deſire 
tt 


- nerally as much defirous of Wealth, as if it was all 


The Wiſdom of being Bot.. 
Perſons, defire Swords, or ſuch like Weapons, wheres 
by to deſtroy themſelves. So others that have loſt 
their Senſes, and the right Uſe of their Reaſon, 
nothing will | ſerve their turn but a great deal of 


: 


get it. And when they have got it, What then ? 


| Then they are in a thouſand times worſe Condition - 
chan they were before: For now they have got 


Snake into their Boſoms ; which without a great deal 
of Care indeed will ſoon eat out their Bowels, it being 
difficult a matter for a rich Man to be Happy, or 
to eſcape Miſery, that our Saviour himſelf faith it is 


| impoſſible without the miraculous Power and Omni- 


potence of God himſelf, Aarti xix. 23, 24, 25. Hence 


Aer, being cured of his Phrenzy and DiſtraQion, he 
Was afraid of Riches, and prayed that he might have 


no more than Food convenient, Prov. xx. 8. He was 


was able to digeſt, as knowing that if he had more he 


might ſarfeit on it. And yet it is ſtrange to obſerve 


bo eager Men are in the purſuit of this World, they 
| would have they do not know what, they would will- 
agli be happy, but they do not care for any thing 
that conduceth to their being ſo; they do not care to 


be miſerable, and yet they cannot forbear longing and 


tempted, as all rich Men undoubtedly are. It is 


- through many Temptations that they muſt get to Hea- 


ven, if they ever come there. And yet Men are ge- 


the Heaven and Happineſs that they are capable of, 
yea, ſo far, that they defire oft-times to hive more 


* Riches rather than to enjoy what they have, always 
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- Trifles, and when they think they have got them faſt, | 
then to let go their hold again, and want them when 


| bo 
Stock of Satan, contemned by Angels, abhorred by 
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plotting and contriving how to get Money; but never 


Conſider ing how to uſe it, nor knowing who ſhall en- 


joy it. This was one of the Follies or Vanities that 
Solomon ohſerved in the World, and ſpeaks of, Ecclefe 
ii. 18, 19. And tell me who, but he that is a Fool or 
Madman, would lye down late, and riſe up early, and 
eat the Bread of Carefulnefs and Sorrow, and all for 
that which he never enjoys, nor makes any uſe of it; 
when he hath it? Who but a Fool will make fuch'a 
mad Bargain as to ſell Heaven for Earth, and yet will 


not enjoy, nor take any Comfort in what he hath gots 


ten upon Earth neither; but ſpend his Time, his 
Strength, bis Parts, his All, for he knows not What, 
and then leave it to he knows not whom? What a 
Madneſs and Folly is this! for Men to be thus buſie in 
running after Shadows, thus eager in the purſuit. of 


they have them. I believe there is none here preſent 
but have heard and ſeen ſeveral laſtances of this kind, 
and have called ſuch Perſons Fools for their pains. But 


| bhaveacare that yourſelves be not guilty. of the ſame 


Folly: r | | 8 _ 
2. Drunkenneſs is another great Piece of Folly 
which Men are commonly ſubject to, having not Rea» 
ſon enough to keep the little Reaſon which they have; 
but they muſt needs deprive themſelves of that too, 
only to indulge their caroal Appetite. "And as Solo- 


mon ſaith of all things, That they are Vanity of . 


ties: $0 this may juſtly be termed, The Folly of Follies, 
 Itbeing ſuch a Folly, that Men do not only play the 

Fools in it, but make themſelves by it worſe Fools than - 
they were before, For as if their Brains were not 
diſtempered enough before, they maſt needs Diſtem- 

per them again, and ſo lay themſelves open to all 


manner of Sin and-Folly ia the World, by which 


means they become the Deriſion of Men, the laugh 
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1 


God himſelf, as being more like to Brutes than | 


Men. KW 


3. Another clear Ioftance' of the egregivus Folly 


and\DiſtraQtion of ſinful Men, may be ſeen in their 


murmuring and repining at the Providences of God, 
being diſcontented, vexing and fretting themſelves at 


what falls out in the World, as if your fretting could 


| mend the matter, or as if you know better how to or- 
der the World than he that made it. Silly Fool, that - 


thou ſhovldſt thus kick againſt the Pricks, and ſpurn 
at Omnipotence itſelf. When God chaſtiſeth thee for 
thy Sins, and lays condign Puniſhments upon thee for 


thy tranſgreſſing of his righteous Laws, What canſt 
thou get by all thy fretting and tormenting thy felf 


at it? Will he remove his Rod becauſe thou crieſt 
under it? No, miſtake not thyſelf, he will rather con- 


tine it upon thee until thou holdeſt thy Peace, and 


learneſt fo much Wit as to ſubmit thyſelf to the wiſe 


Diſpoſal of him that made thee, and knows what is 
i good and needful for thee, infinitely better than thou 


© 


either doſt or canſt. 


4 What afooliſh Trick alſo is it, to envy and free 
at another's Proſperity; for thee to make thy ſelf. mi- 


ſerable, becauſe God hath made thy Neighbour happy; 


create thy ſelf more, and rather than want it, thou 


wilt ſuck Miſery and Grief out of thy Neighbour's | 
Happineſs and Proſperity. And if there be any among 
Jou guilty of this Sin, as I fear there are too many, 


blame me not for calling you Fools for it. It is no 
more than what David called himſelf; who. when he 


1 had been fretting to ſee others in health whilſt himſelf 


was ſick, others at liberty whitſt-bimſelf was in re- 
| Nratiat, others at eaſe whilſt himſelf had pain, others 
|  Houriſhing whilſt himſelf ſeemed to * 3 — 
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for thee to be caſt down becauſe he is lift up; for 
_ thee to mourn becauſe another rejoiceth; for thee to 
be troubled becauſe another is not. As if thou hadſt 
not Miſery enough of thine own; but thou muſt needs 
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World: He did no ſooger conſider with himſelf what 


he had done, but he preſently called himſelf Fool for 


it; So fooliſh was I and ignorant, I was as a Brute before” 
thee, Pſal. Ixxiu. 22. 18 | 
5. Swearing alſo is another great Folly which ſioful 
Mortals are commonly addicted to: Which muſt cer- 
tainly be acknowledged to be one of the greateſt Fol- 
Les in the Worid; for Men to ruine, deſtroy, and 
damn themſelves for nothing: To take the Sacred 
Name of the Moſt High God in vain, when they can 
reap neither Pleaſure, Profit, nor Honour from it. 
And verily, there being ſo little or rather nothing at 
all gotten by this Sin or Folly, I have ſometimes won- 
dered with myſelf what ſhould be the reaſon that ſo 
many are addicted to it, and guilty of it. And alt 
the Reaſon that I could -&er find out why Men allow 
themſclves in ſo unreaſonable a Sin as this is, is only»? 
this, they therefore indulge themſelves in it becauſe it 
is a Sin. Had God commanded it, they would have 
been naturally averſe from it; but ſeeing God hath 
forbidden it, therefore are they ſo deſperately in- 
clined to it. So that ſeeing there is no other Pleaſure 
to be taken in this Sin, they will therefore take plea- 
ſure in it hecauſe it is a Sin. But 1 wiſh ſuch profane 
and foul-mouth'd Ruffians of the World, who never 
think they ſpeak rhetorically enough, unleſs they back 
each Word and Emphaſis, each Sentence with an Oath; 
I wiſh, I ſay, they would at length bethink themſelves 
what a fooliſh and ridiculous thing it is thus to offend 
the Supreme Governour of the World, by taking big: 
Sacred Name into their - polluted Lips in vaig.. But 
that, 1 know, is no Motive to drive them from this 
Sin, but rather àn Encouragement to draw them to it. 
For was not God fo much offended at it, they would 
not be ſo much delighted in it. I wiſh therefore they 
would conſider that they do not only offend God, bet 
accuſe and condema themſelves too by every Oath 
they ſwear. 6 I, at 
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Men of no Credit; for Perſons never to be believed 


nuleſs they bring God himſelf to witaeſs what they 


d, as being conſcious to themſelves that they have 
given the World too much cauſe to ſuſpect that they 
= always equivocate and lye, and fo are not worthy ta 


be- believed without an Oath. For an Oath, as St. 
Chry/ofteme obſerves, is the bringing of a Surety to 


f 


witneſs what we ſay, aer awry wnyeie am 74 d,, 


is that St. Ba himſelf long ago pronounced thoſe 
which are guilty of this Sin to be very Fools. Ae 
2» aurrõs u; avinrv i νπνιmũẽꝛðy ds dvi. anus x) S 


neſz; yea, fo great a one as God himſelf. Hence it | 


- 


daa Ar Foie, It is à very foul and fooliſn 


thing, faith he, for a Man to accuſe himſelf as one 
not worthy to be believed, as a Man of no Credit, 


and therefore to confirm what he faith by an Oath. 


A fooliſh thing it is indeed to be ones own Accuſer 


and Condemner, yet ſuch a Fool is every Swearer : 


t | Infomuch, that I do not think myſelf bound to believe 
any thing that fach a Man ſwears, For he that will 
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| ſwear, beſure will lye. He that doth not fear to of- 
fend God, will much leſs fear to deceive Men in what 
he ſaith. And, therefore, although they may fancy 


ſober-Meo, but God himſelf, will tepute them to de 
3 3 


yo better than the worſt of Fools. 


, And this ſuggeſts vnto me ayother Piece of Folly, | 


ahd a great one too, common among Men, and that 


o 


is Pride, Havghtioefs and Ambition: Even for vain 


Mau to be puffed up with Pride, and high towring 


| Conteits of himſelf,  meerly becauſe it pleaſed the ; : 
great God. tolay a little bigger Bufden of Earth upon 
his Back than bis Neighbours aye : For forry Duft and 


hes to- pride itſelf ia its own Emptineſs and Va- 
nity: For a filly Worm to think himſelf a Gyant, be- 


cauſe de bath got a little larger Hole or Houſe. to 
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creep into than his fellow Worms have: Which muſt 
needs argue à ſtrange Delirium and Phrenzy in them 
that do ſo. For nothing can be more certain than 
that all pride is both the Symptom and Product of a. 

diſtempered Brain. And the only Reaſon that can 
be alledged, why Men build fach Caſtles in the Air, 
and erea ſach Fools Paradiſes to themſelves, conceit- 
ag themſelves to be fuch rare accompliſhed Perſons, - 


is meerly becauſe they are beſides themſelves ; and it 


is ordinary for Madmen and Fools to do ſo: As we 
may ſee by thoſe fad Spectacles in Bedlam, how they 
pleaſe and pride themſelves in their miſerable Con- 
dition, conceiting the Holes they lie in to be Palaces, 
the Irons they are fettered with to be Chains of Gold, 

and all that come near them to be their Servants, or 
rather Subjects, themſelves being no leſs than Kings 
and Princes in their own Conceits. Whereas, when 
they come to themſelves, they find the contrary : 80 
here, ſo long as a Man continues in a State of Sin, and 
fo is beſides himſelf, if he hath but a little Land, be 
fancieth it to be a Kingdom: If Men do but look up- 
on him, he thinks they admire him: If he hath but 
got a few fine Feathers upon his Back, and a little + 
refined Earth in bis Pocket, then he preſently reckong 
all about him to be below him, as if he was the only © 
Perſon in the World to be admired by all. But whey 

once it pleaſeth the Moſt High God to recover ſuch a 
Man from his Diſtemper, to bring him to bimſelf 
and his Wits again, then he is preſently of another 
Mind, and finds that the former Conceits which he 
had of himſelf were nothing but the Delufions of bis 


own diſtracted Fancy: And, therefore, needs none tg 


tell him that he was before a Fool. As every prond. - 
Man muſt needs be; for if he was not à Fool, it 
would be impoſſible for him to be proud, If he hac 


but ſo much Wit as to know himſelf, he could not but. + 


fee enough in every Corner of his Heart, and id every 
Action of bis Life td make him bumble. And the | 
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- wiſer any Man is, beſure the more humble he muſt 
needs. be; Who wiſer than our Saviour? Who was 
Wiſdom itſelf; and yet he was the very Mirrour and 

Pattern of Humility. Learn of me, ſaith he, for I am 

| meek and lowly, Matt. xi. 29. And what? Shall the 

Eternal God himſelf be humble, and ſhall vain Man 

de proud? Shall he that inhabiteth Eternity be lowly, 

- and ſhall ſuch as dwelk in Dirt and Clay be lofty 2 

Shall our great Creator himſelf vouchſafe to ſtoop to 

| vs, and ſhall we diſdain to ſtoop to one another? This 

certainly is the very Top of Folly, the Height of Mad» 
; 


| neſs and Diſtraction, thus to act directly contrary to 
{ - infigite Wiſdom and Prudence itſ elf. 
J. And if we ſhould farther conſider the many 
Dies that Men commit in Matters of Religion, and 
ia the Things that immediately belong to their eter- 
1 nal Happineſs, it would be as hard to reckon how 
I 1 -many, as it is to deſcribe how great they are. The 
_ Wiſe Man tells us, That Fools make 4 Mock of Sin, 
Prov. xiv. 9. And ſo we may fay, That Fools make 4 
I Sport of Religion. As they are the moſt ſerious about 
WL /TIrifles, fo are they moſt trifling in ſerious Things 
I Y playing with Religion, and making it a meer Stalk- 
jag-horſe to catch Repute and Credit in the World. 
Hence it is there are ſo many Fools among us, that 
take up with the Form inſtead of the Power of God- 
lineſs, that care not how ſinful they are in themſelves, 
fo they can but be accounted. holy by others, and 
therefore palliate the moſt atrocious Crimes under the 
- eutward Garb and Profeſſion of Religion; which kind 
of Hypocriſie is certainly the higheſt ' Folly imagi- 
nable, it having the greateſt Woes in the Goſpel de- 
_  Soonccd ̃ . ci 
And how many egregious Follies are every day 
committed in the Popiſh Religion, where Men Sin 
azainſt, Heaven, and then go to Rome for a Pardon; 
-. ofiend Chriſt, and then ask Forgiveneſs of the Pope; 
mit their Sins, and then go and confeſs them; 
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| eonfels them, then go and commit them again; de- 


lieve the conſecrated Wafer to be the very Body 
and Blood of Chriſt, and yet eat it all up at a month- 
ful, Bones and all. Give a Penny to the Poor, and 
think to purchaſe Heaven by it; as if Heaven was 
worth no more than a Penny, or a Penny-worth as 
much as Heaven. They ſay their Prayers; but never 
pray at all, not knowing what themſelves ſay, They 
will ſay an Ave- Maria to the Bleſſed Virgin, and then 


think they honour God. Bow to an Image, and then 


conclude they have worſhipped him whom no Image 


can repreſent. Abſtain from Fleſh, and ſurfeit upon 


Fiſh: And this they call Faſting. Call any one an 
Heretick, whom they pleaſe, perfecute him to death, 
and then think they have done God good Service. 
And a. Thouſand ſach ridicutous Follies are wrought 
each Day among them; which plainly argues them 
to be Phanaticks deſperately over-grown with Frenzy 
and Diſtraction. | He c 
But we need not have gone fo far to have found 
ſo much folly in Matters of Religion; we have too 
much of it, 1 fear, among ourſelves. For how many 
have we among us, who being convinced of the Ne- 
ceſſity of Repentance, will repent indeed; but it 
ſhall be of ſome Sins only, not of all. -Whereas 
one Sin unrepented of will deſtroy us as well as a 
thouſand ; and therefore it-is a fooliſh thing to think 


ſuch a Repentance will ftand us in any ſtead. Others 


there are among us, who think they ought to repent, - 
and therefore intend. to do it hereafter; but tilt 
put it off, and adjourn it from Day to Day. Thou 
canſt not repent now; but thou wilt repent to Mor- 
row, or next Day, or next Week, or one of theſe 
Days, when thou canſt get Time and Leiſure. But 


rich Man in the, Goſpel, Thou Fool, this Night may 
thy Soul be taken from (thee. Thou doſt not know but 
before to Morrow Morning thou may'ft be in _ 


8 
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tber World, and there thou wilt repent indeed; but 
I! it will do thee no good. Thou wert ſuch a Fool 
as not to act thy Repeatauce when thou ſhould&, and | 
1 22 be ſo wiſe as not to accept of it when 


- But Time would fail me ſhonld I reckon up the 
I feveral Follies that faful Men are guilty of, every 
one of their Actions being nothing elſe, And, there» 
i fore, I ſhall inftance only in one more great Folly 
and Vanity, which I haye obſerved to be very com- 
mag among the Sons of Men, there being but very 
tew free from it. And, that is, that Sin is not ac- 
counted Folly by us. And howſoever ſinful Men are, 
they ſtill conceit themſelves to be very wiſe, And, 
I fear, there are too many ſuch among us at this 
time, who are not wiſe enough to think themſelyes 
to be Fools, And, therefore, although I have ſhewn 
What a folly it is to Sig, yet yon cannot yet belieye 
Four Sins to be your Follies; but aſſure yourſelves, 
' that although it be a great folly to Sin, it is a far 
greater not to think Sin to be a Folly. Lea it is, 
$1 certainly it is, the greateſt Folly in the World, not 
| to think Sin the greateſt Folly in the World; which 
tze Premiſes conſidered, none but Fools either will or 
can deny. And, therefore, to conclude, _ 
Nen aad Brethren, I have endeavoured to ſhew 
and prove this Day, that every Sinner is a Fool; and 
i everySina Folly. I know there are many underſtands 
- ing” Perſons among yon who have heard what hath 
1 u ſaid upon this Subject; ſome, I hope, who are 
| Wiſe towards God, underſtanding the Things that 
bi appertain to their eyerlaſting Peace. And ſuch I am 
fre cannot but acknowledge the Truth of what they 
8 Have heard. Others, I fear, may be wiſe enough for 
the World, underſtanding how to manage their Trades 
|. to. the beſt Advantage, and how to make a good 
i Bargain as well as the belt : Aud ſuch cag hardly. 
de perſuaded that they are Fools in an) ching 4 2 
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cauſe they think themſelves to be wiſe in ſome 


things. To ſach my humble Advice is, that you 
would ſeriouſly weigh what ye have heard, and not 
ſuffer yourſelves to be-fooled into a vain Conceit of 

your own Wiſdom, For aſſure yourſelves there is 
not the ignoranteſt Perſon in the Congregation that 
fears God, but is far wiſer than the wiſeſt of you 
that do not; for ſuch a one's little Knowledge is 


true Wiſdom ; your great cunning is your, real folly. 


And, therefore, if you would manifeſt yourſelves for 
the future to be wiſe and prudent Perſons indeed, 
lay aſide your former Follies, and devote yourſelves - 
wholly to the Fear and Service of Almighty God; 
for till you do ſo, you have not attained to the very 
firſt Degree of Wiſdom: For the Fear of God #- the 
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F. cxi.. 10. 3 
A good Underftandmg bave all they 
that do his Commandments. 


S none can know God and not fear him, ſo 
neither can any one fear God aright, but 
he muſt needs endeavour at leaſt 22 
LY to obey him: for he whoſe Heart is po 
# fſeſs'd with ſuch a Senſe of God's Greatneſs, Power, 
- and Glory, as makes him ſtand in Awe and Fear o 
him, he will not dare to do any thing wilfully which 
he knows will offead him, nor yet to omit any thing 
which tre thinks wi de pfealing and acceptable untohim. 
Hence the Fear of the Lord in Scripture is uſually put 
for the whole Duty of Man; for Holineſs or Piety 
in general, or for the Conformity of our Wills and 
Actions unto the Laws and Commands of God; be- 
_ cauſe it is impoſſible that any. one ſhould fear God, 
and yet not ſerve him with a perfect Heart and a 
| willing Mind. "IH | Mt, - 
In this Senſe therefore it is, that the Fear of the 
Lord is to be underſtood in this place, where the 
| © . Pfalmiſt faith, That rhe Fear of the Lord is the Begin- 
Ving of Wiſdom; that is, a total -Submiſſion of our 
Wills to God's, and a ſincere Endeavour to pleaſe and 
_ obey him in all things, is the Beginning of Wiſdom : 
So that a Man doth' not ſo much as begin to be 
'- wiſe, and by Conſequence is a very Fool, until his 
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Mind be ſo enlightened, his Will rectiſied, and his 


whole Man ſo ſanctiſied throughout, that he devotes 
himſelf wholly to the Service and Honour of Al- 


mighty God: For till then he remains a mere Natu- 


ral, no better than he came into the World, if nat 
much worſe, ſtrangely diſtempered in his Brain, di- 
ſtrated in his Mind, and corrupt in all the Faculties 
of his Soul, and therefore he cannot but be very 
diſorderly in his Life and Converſation. And hence 

it is that ſinful Men, that is, Men ſtill in their na- 
tural and ſinful Eſtate, are guilty of ſo many egre- _ 
gious Follies as commonly. they are, not knowing to 
do any thing aright but Sin; loſing Heayen to gain 
Earth, and ſelling their Souls to. gratifie their Sen- 
ſes; admiring nothing ſo much as gilded Dirt, and 


preferring it before the chieteſt Good; gaping after 


popular Airs, and chuſing it rather than Eternal 
Glory; . kicking againſt the Pricks, and rebelling 
againſt Majeſty and Omnipotence itſelf; ſtanding con- 
tinually upon this very brink of the bottomleſs 1 
and yet thinking themſelves ſecure; and yet for 

this, conceiting themſelves to be wiſe and prndent, 
noble and gallant Perſons, as natural Fools and Mad- 
men uſually do; which, together with many ſuch 
like ridiculous and fooliſh Acts, ſo frequently com- 


mitted by the Sons of Men, are both the clear Symp- 


toms, and ordinarily Products of diſtempered Brains +. 
And therefore it is no wonder that they are ſo com- 


mon amongſt us, moſt Men being {till belides them- 


ſelves, yea all that do not truly fear God ; for all 
ſuch haye not yet attained to the firſt Beginning 
not to the loweſt 17. of Wiſdom, and b tl 
remain in their natural Folly and Diſtraction, as the 


of the Lord is the Beginning of Wiſdom, * q 8 
Bat now when a Man returns to God, then be 
begins to come to himſelf, ſo as to become a wiſe, 
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good Underſtanding, as is here in the next Place 
Þ foepeſted to us; A good Underſtanding, ſatth he, have 
4 all they that do his Command ments. 

For the opening of which Words we muſt firſt 


- 


* 


ing: For which we muſt know that every Man na- 
turally hath an Underſtanding, without which he could 
not be a Man: For the Underſtanding is the Seat and 
Fountain of all that Reaſon and Knowledge whereby 
Nen are diſtinguiſhed from brute Beaſts. This being 
that Faculty of the Soul whereby alone we excel 
mere Senſitive Creatures, by being capable of appre- 
'hending and diſcerning betwixt Truth and Falſhood, 
Good and Evil, which other Creatures cannot 'do. 
But now by Nature every Man's Underſtanding is very 
bad and corrupt, that being as much depraved in 
its Apprehenſions, as the Will is in its Affections; ſo 
that it ordinarily miſtaketh Truth for Falſhood, and 
Falſhood for Truth; Good for Evil, and Evil for 
Good; by which means it comes to, paſs, that Men 
may be very ſubtle and cunning, and yet not wiſe 
= and prudent; or as the Prophet faith, They are wiſe 
0 do evil, but to do good they have no knowledge, Jer. 
P. 22. And I fear there are many ſuch among our- 
i - Klves, who are very cunning and ingenious at dri- 
Ving on a Bargain, very witty and jocular at cen- 
ſuring and back-biting others, very nimble and ready 
at *over-reaching their Neighbour, that can commit 
ay Sin as dextrouſly and artificially, as if they had 
been bred up to it all their Life-time, as really they 
were; whereas ſet them about any thing that is tru- 
t . to repent of their Sins, meditate upon 
* „ examine their own Hearts, or the Iike; and 
they know no more how to do it, than as if the 
had never heard of any ſuch thing before; which 
. 1 ſhews, that though they have an Underſtand- 
img, it is but a very bad one: In Contra. diſt inction 
d which bad Underſtanding which they have that 
8 5 5 | do 


conſider what is here meant by a good Underftand- 
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do not fear God, the Pſalmiſt here ſaith, There & 4 
good Underſtanding in them that do his Commandments. 
They have not only an Underſtanding as well as 
others, but it is a good one. Good! not ſo much 
in reſpect of the Act as Object. Others may have a 
quicker Underſtanding than they; but theirs is far 
better than others, becauſe it is placed upon better 
Objects, and ſo ſerves them to better purpoſe than 


the others do: So that by it they are able to diſtin- 


guiſh aright between Good and Evil, ſo as to appre- 
hend God as truly Good, and Sin as truly Evil; which - 
others cannot, and therefore have that Woe denounced 
againſt them, J1/a.v. 20. Hence therefore it is, That 
whatſoever Underſtandings other Perſons may have; 
how great and large ſoever they may be; howſo- 
ever wiſe, diſcreet, and learned they may ſeem in 
their own or others Eyes, ſo long as they do not 
fear God and keep his Commandments, they are no 
better than Fools and Mad-men in God's Eſteem; 
whereas ſuch as are truly pious and devout, howſo- 
ever ignorant and ſimple they may appear to Men, 
though they have not ſo much. Wit as to- get great 


Eſtates, and manage worldly Buſineſſes with that 


Cunning and Dexterity as others do; if they have 


but Wiſdom enough to ſerve and obey God, they 


are truly wiſe and- prudent Perſons; others may have 
greater Underſtandings, but far worſe than theirs; 
they may have leſs but better than others; for howſo- 


ever little it is, be ſure it is good. A good Under- 
' ſtanding. have all they that do his Commandments : That 


do bis Commandments, Ia the Hebrew it is muy 599 
To all that do them; and Expoſitors ſomething differ 
in aſſigning the Antecedent to the Pronoun Them. 


The Syriack Tranſlation makes the Fear of God to 


be the Antecedent, rendring the Words thus; The. 
Fear of the Lord is the beginning of Wiſdom ; a good 


Tnderſt anding 22 2Q> to him that doth it, 


that 
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"A. good Underſtanding have all they what. aft by it; that 


ll; . is, % that Widom which is the Fear of the 2 
So the LXX. Tur ears d 3. 1 Tis rod dum, A good 


8 have all they that att it; * is, the 


&meuxrouerors, #0 ſuck as 4 ot; 5955 is, to den ag ” 
that Wiſdom, and manifeſt it by their Works: But 


If 1 had a mind to play the Critick, I might eaſily 


ſhew how. the Hebrew Pronoun being in the Plural 
Number, cannot ſo properly be referred to any one 


as to both thoſe Antecedents, even to the Fear of the 


Lord, and Wiſdom too, that the Senſe ſhould be, 


A good Underſtanding have all they that are ſo wiſe as 


to fear the Lord; but which way ſoever we take 
them, they will all amount to one and the ſame 


Thing and Center, in that Expoſition which our Tran- 
lation gives of them, even, That they only have 4 good 
dn that keep God's Commanaments. For as 


he is no wile Man he doth not fear God, ſo neither 


can he be ſaid to fear God that doth not keep his 


Commandments ; fearing God and keeping his Com- 
mandments: being indeed equi ivalent and convertible 
Terms: For. that Man in vain pretends to fear God 
that doth not obey his Commandments ; where by his 
Commandments -we are to underſtand . whatſoever 
the Moſt High God hath enjoined us to do, either 
in his Law or Goſpel z whether it concerns his Glory 


immediately, or elſe our Neighbour's Good. And 
- whereas it is ſaid, his Commandments, we are to 


underſtand; it indefinitely, of one as well as another, 


and ſo of all his Commandments. 
The Words being thus explained, preſent vs with 5 
4 plain but 1 . allerted not * by the 


Falun 


that is, that ſeareth the Lord. The Arabich makes the 
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Pfalmiſt, but God himſelf, That every one that truly 
fears God and keeps his Commandments is a wiſe 
Man, a Man of a good Underſtanding ; though not 
perhaps in the Eſteem of filly Mortals upon Earth, 
yet in the judgment of the God of Heaven, the 
Supreme Being, the Soveraiga Monarch of the whole 
| World, who doth not only affert it in my Text, 
but elſewhere, ſaying, He that keepeth the Law is 4 
wiſe Son, Prov. xxviii. 7. Not he that knoweth but 
he that keepeth the Law is wiſe : So that one Man 
may know more than another, and yet the other be 
a wiſer. Man than he. For Wiſdom doth not conſiſt 
fo much in Knowledge as in Action: A Man that 
knows much may be a Fool, and he that knows but 
little may be a wiſe Man; for he that knows much 
and doth little, his Kagwledge will do him more hurt 
than good, and ther for all his Knowledge he is 
but a Fool; yea the more he knows the more Fool 
be js, becauſe he knows what to do that he may be 
happy, but will not do it: he knows how to eſcape 
danger but yet will run into it, which is certainly 
the higheſt Piece of Folly in the World: whereas on 
the other ſide, though a Man knows but little, and 
yet does what he knows, his little Knowledge will 
do him much good, as the other's great Knowledge 
doth him but little good. And this, as St. Chryſo/tom 
obſerves, is the Wiſdom ſpoken of in my Text, 
el 5 s F & fu and F d Tedſudn Ait, He 
Js Tm not, ſaith he, -of Wiſdom in Words, but of N. 
in Works; not of that Wiſdom whereby a Man 
knows what to do, but of that whereby a Man doth 
ry What he knows; that is true Wiſdom indeed, and 
1 whatſoever comes ſhott of that, deſerves not the 
glorious Name and Title of Wiſdom; in which Senſe 
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1 nothing can be more certain than that he is the only 
on wiſe Man, or hath a good Underſtanding, that keep- 
> eth the Commandments of G. $ 
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and all deſire, a right Underſtanding an 
. Conviction of this great Truth, cannot but be very 


But Wiſdom being a thing which moſt prey to, 
thorough 


prevalent with you, to uſe the utmoſt of your En- 
deavour to walk in all the Commandments of God 


'blamelefs, ſeeing it is your only Wiſdom ſo to do, 


1 ſhall further explain and confirm it unto you, by 
ſhewing the zu, that it is ſo, That he that fears God 
and keeps his Commandments is really a wiſe Man; 


and then the nn, or how it comes to be ſo; and 


then inſtancing in ſome of the particular Acts where- 
in the Wiſdom of thoſe that are truly pious diſcovers 
itſelf, and manifeſts to the World, that they are the 


/ 


only wiſe Men in it. 


As for the Firſt : To prove that the truly Pious 
are the only wiſe Men; or that they have a good 


Underſtanding indeed that keep od's Commandments, 
theſe Arguments may be ſufficient. 

1. He that fears God and keeps his Command- 
meats muſt needs be a very Wiſe Man, a Man of a 
good Underſtanding ; for otherwiſe as he would not 


tear God, ſo he could not keep his Commandments. 


For he that doth not know God, be ſure will never 
fear him. And, therefore, he that fears him, muſt 


needs know him. And to, know God is certainly 
the greateſt Piece of Knowledge and Wiſdom that 
we can attain unto; as Ignorance of him is the 


greateſt Folly that we can be guilty of. And fur- 


ther, as a Man will not fear God, ſo he cannot keep 
bis Commandments, unleſs he hath a good Under- 


ſtanding ; there being a great deal of Wiſdom, Diſ- 


: 


cretion and Underſtanding required to the och 


of our Actions aright to the Commands of God. 


And, therefore, it muſt needs follow that he is a 


Wise Man that keeps God's Commandments; becaufe 


unleſs he was ſo, he could not do ſo, he could not 
lead. ſo good a Life unleſs he had firſt a good Un- 
derſtanding. But if a Man truly fears and _ 
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| God, we cannot queſtion, but his Underſtanding is ves 
ry good, in that it underſtands what is truly good, 
and 1nclines the Will alſo into the Embracement and 

Proſecution of it; which 1 look upon as the beſt; and 
indeed the only Sign of a good Underſtanding. For 
though a Man hath never fich high Notions and Spe- 
culations concerning Good and Evil, if his Under- 
ſanding of it doth not iafluence and ſway his Will, ſo 
as to chuſe what he knows. to be Good, and to avoid 
what he knows to be Evil, ſuch a Man at the beſt is 
but a knowing Fool, or a fooliſh knowing Man; be- 
cauſe though he hath the Knowledge of theſe Things, 
it doth him no good at all. But if a Man gives up 
bimſelf wholly to walk according to the Dictates of 
% bis Reaſon, and by Conſequence according to the 
1 Commands of God, it is plain that ſuch a Man's Un- 
| derſtanding rules and governs his Will and Actions, 
and ſo that he doth not live as Brutes and Fools do, 


1 
1 


C according, as his Luſt and. ſenſual Appetite draw him; 
? but as his Reaſon and Diſcretion dictate to him. And,” 
N therefore, we cannot but conclude him to bea ve, 
, Wiſe Man indeed, a Man of a good Underſtanding, in; -* 
: this it is ſuch an Underſtanding as makes him a good 
4 2. You'll all acknowledge that it is a great Part of 
8 a Wiſe Man to do the Buſineſs. he ſets about, and to 
1 attain the End be aims at. He is a Fool that never 
. doth what he intends, nor accompliſheth what he de- 
D fires. - But when a Man ſo behaveth himſelf, and ma- 
2 nageth his Affairs that he perfects What he is ſent 
7” about, and conquers . whatſoever he undertakes, that 
> |} you'll all ſay is a truly Wiſe and en ien, And. 
7 fuch.a one is every pious Man that tears/God and keeps © 
fo his Commandmeats , ſor be minds.and doth” the B- 
K neſs that he came into the World about. For the great” - 
of rrand we were ſent. for, the only Work we hate 
wx here to do, is to glorige God, by obſerving and obey- 
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we deſire. For Happineſs is the only thing that all 
es naturally deſire, though ſome ſeek it in one thing, 
| me in another. But all miſs of it; but only ſuc 
as fear and obey God. For all the Happineſs that we 
are capable of,” conſiſts only in his Love and Favour; 
”- which it is impoſſible for us to gain unleſs we obey 
aid pleaſe him, or to miſs of, if we- ſincerely endea- 
vour to do ſo. Indeed, there is unſpeakable Happi- 
- nefs, in Obedience itſelf, as the Pfalmilſt tells us,  P/al. 
Xix. 11. But the Happineſs which we ſhall have here - 
after, if we obey God here, far exceeds our very 
Thoughts as well as Words, 1 Cor. 11. 9. But as this 
is the only Happineſs that we can be inveſted with, 
o there is no way of attaining to it, but only by Ho- 
lineſs, Heb, xi 14. And, / therefore, as they cannot 
but be looked upon as the worſt of Fools and Madmen, 
that prefer their Sins before ſuch tranſcendant Happi- 
4 fs as this is, ſo they who fear God, and obey bis 
e by that means in and through 
Seit attain to this, not only che higheſt, but the 
1 only. Happineſs..they can poſſibly de made Partakers 
of, ſuch, I ſay, muſt neeeds be acknowledged to 
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Þ Aden of great Wiſdom, and à good Underſtanding 
Ts JHCcc | | , | | 
3. True Wiſdom diſcovereth itſelf very much in 

7 fore-ſeciog and preventing Dangers. He is a Fool 

I” with a Witneſs, that ſees Miſery and Ruin hanging 
over his Head, and will not endeavour, to ayoid it; 

iy. vet ſuch. is. the Folly of every Sinner, that he is ſe- 
cure and cateleſt of himſelf though he ſtands conti- 

i {; - nually upon the Brink of De ion. But he that 
truly fears God and does what he Commands him, 

. he thereby prevents all the Evils which fooliſh Sinners 
rug cbemſeſves into, He tlleteby avoids the Wrath 
dae Diſpleaſure of Almighty God, who is angry with 

{4 : n Pal. vii. 11. And 16 his Fr 
ll and Indignation is ready every Moment to be popred 

WW - forth upon them. And certainly, as God's Love and 
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Favout is the greateſt Good, ſo is his Anger the 
greateſt Evil of Puniſhment in the World; yea, there 
is nothing of real Evil or Miſery, but ſo far as it pro- 
ceeds from the Wrath of God. Croſſes, Reproaches, 
Afflictions, Sickneſs, Death, theſe are no farther Evil, 
than as they have a Mixture of Divine Wrath in them: 
Inſomuch, that as the greateſt temporal Miſery, with 
the Love of God, is a real Bleſſing ; fo the greateſt 
temporal Bleſſing in the World, with bis Wrath and 
Indignation, is à real Curſe. © But now this Sourſe of 
all Miſeries; this Evil of all Evils ; ſuch as keep God's 
"Commandments, do moſt certainly prevent: For as 
there are none but Sinners that God is angry with; 
ſo there is nothing but Sin that he is angry for. And 
as they that thus ſincerely obey God, avoid his Wrath z 
ſo do they likewiſe prevent the Gnawings and Tor- 
ments of a guilty Conſcience, ariſing only from the 
Apprehenſion of God's Wrath enkindled againſt us for 
our Sins committed againſt him. For this is the Por- 
tion only of their Cup that offend God. For as they 
abuſe his Mercies againſt him, he arms their Conſci- 
_ - ences againſt them; which accuſing them of their Folly 
and Wickednels, their Puniſhment for Sin even in this 
* "Life; far exceeds their Pleaſure in it. But now they 
who are truly godly, are fo wiſe as to Ora all this 
- Miſery by keeping their Confciences vaid of offence borh 
toward God: and Man, Acts xxiv. 16. Lea, by this 
means alſo they prevent eternal Miſery and Confuſion * 
in the World to come, Hell-fire I mean, which is no- 
thing elſe but the Conjunction and Perfection of the 
Two iaſupportable Evils before ſpoken” of; as our Sas 
viour himſelf intimates, Mark ix. 44. When tlie Soul 
Mall perfectly apprehend the eternal God as frowning 
upon it, and be as perfectly conyinced of the Sing 
Which it hath fooliſhly committed againſt & glorious 
? pad dteadfal a Being: It is impoſſible to expreſs what 
Wracks and Tortures it will then be put upon. But 
howſocver great thels 9 are, ſuch as truly * 
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and ſerge God, will never feel them, they being al- 
lotted only for them that do not ſo, Matt. xxv. 46. 
And, therefore, we cannot but acknowledge ſuch to 
be the only Wiſe Men in the World. 
4. You may know a Wiſe Man alſo by his act 
ig for the future, and ſeriouſly conſidering before- 
1 Tat how to live, and be happy hereafter. . It is the 
Part of a Fool, a Brute, to look only-to the preſent 
Time; a Wile Man will provide for the Time to.come. 
He that gathereth i in Summer, is 4 Wiſe Son, Prov. x. 5. 
It is the Part of a Wiſe Man to lay up in Summer 
againſt Wiater, in a Calm againſt a Storm, in Health 
againſt Sickneſs, in Life againſt Death, much more in 
Time againſt Eternity.. Thus wiſe are "they, and they 
only. that fear God, and keep his Commandments ; for 
12 whillt others throw away their Time upon the Imper- 
tinencies of this preſent World, they provide for the 
World to come, by laying yl for themſelve: treaſures in 
12 Heaven, Matt. vi: 20. 
. The principal Thing whereby to know a Wiſe | 
Man from a Fool, is his Choice; when of Two Evils 
de chuſeth the lealt, and of Two Geods the beſt. This 
muſt needs argue agood Underſtanding, able todiſcern 
bdetwirt Good and Evil, as alſo betwixt the greater and 
13! the leſſer Good. A Sinner is ſuch a Fool,” that he 
counts Good Evil, and Evil Good; puts Light for 
Dar kneſs, and Darkneſs for Light. But he that fears 
| God is ſo wiſe as always to chuſe the better Part, Luke 
* 42. He chuſeth Heaven before Earth, Holineſs be- 
| Fi fore Sin, the Love and Favour of God before all 
things in the World beſides. And ſo he chuſeth the 
li more Noble, the more Pleaſant, the more Profitable, 
i the more Honeſt, the more Neceſſary, the more Laſt- 
ing, and by Conſequence the better Part of the Two; 
iy yea, the beſt of All. As Aoſes did to the Children 
pf ſrael, Deut. xxx. 19. So doth God ſet before you 
a Life and Death, Happineſs and Miſery, Life and 
14 ow” if you ary Wn , Death and — 6 
it! 4 » a7 | 
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Fry if yon do not. Now ſuch as keep his Command: 
ments, are ſo wiſe as to chuſe the Life and Happineſs 
for themſelves, and leave Death and Miſery for ſuch 


Fools as all Sinners are, to undergo. And, therefore, 
all things conſidered, all that have any Underſtanding 


among you muſt” needs grant that they only have a 


good Underſtanding that fear and obey God. 


The next Queſtion to be reſolved; is, How it come 


to paſs that they that fear God, aud keep his Com- 
mandments, ſo far excel others in true Wiſdom, and 4 
good Underſtanding? N * 850 
The Reaſons are, LR po Ys tC 
1. Becauſe ſuch as truly fear God are come to them 
ſelves again, they are recovered from their former 


- Madneſs and Diſtraction, to the right Uſe of their 
Senſes and Reaſon, which Sinners are not: So long as 


a Man remains in bis natural Condition, or until he 
return to God, his Fancy is ſo diſturbed, his Mind di- 
ſtracted, and all his Intellectuals fo ſtrangely broken 
and out of order, that every thing is repreſented 'to - 
to him to be of a quite different Nature from what it 
is in itſelf. He can ſee nothing of Good in God him- 
ſelf, notes of Sinfulneſs in Sin; yea, he oft-times 
fancies to himſelf a great deal of Good in Evil, 
and of Evil in Good ; Happineſs in Sin, and Miſery 
in Holineſs. ' Hence the Apoſtle "faith, That the na- 
tural Man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God; 
for they are fooliſtmeſs to him, 1 Cor. ii. 14. That is, 
he is ſo far from looking upon the Wiſdom of God as 
Wiſdom, that he reckons it to be but Fooliſhneſs: So. 
far from reckoning the Fooliſhneſs of Sin to be Fooliſh- 


neſs, that he looks upon it as Wiſdom : So far from 
thinking Good to be good, and Evil evil, that he 


junges Good to be evil, and Evil good. And, there- 
fore, it is no wonder if he be a Fool, ſeeing he looks 


upon it as his Wiſdom to be ſo; no wonder if he be 


ſo bad, ſeeing be reckons it his Goodneſs to be ſo. 


* % 
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38 Tie Wiſdom of being Holy, © 
Hhimſelf, he diſpels theſe dark Shades of Ignorance and 
Error from off the Face of the Soul, and clears up its 
!-; Underſtanding, 2 it the Goodneſs of God, and 
| the Sinfolneſs of Sin; ſo that the Soul is now able to 

= diſcern betwixt the one and the other. Yea, this is 
the firſt Act which God paſſeth upon the Soul, in or- 
der to its Converſion, whereby it is ſo enlightened, 
that it ſoon diſcovers its former Folly and Madneſs, 
and ſo it begins to come to itſelf again, and is able to 
conſider and weigh things in the Ballance ef right Rea- 
fon. And the Mind being thus recovered from its 
former Diſtemper, it is now able to paſs a ſound Judg- 
ment upon every thing that is preſented to it; fo that 
now. it apprehends God as an All-glorious, Incompre- 
* Henſible and Almighty Being, and therefore cannot but 
fear and dread him: It apprehends the Commandments 
of God to be. infinitely Juſt and Righteous, and there» 
fore it cannot but endeavour at leaſt ſincerely to ob- 
fſerve and keep them. And the Mind of ſuch as do 
io, being thus compoſed and reſtored to its proper 
Frame and Conſtitution, they cannot but have a right 
and good Underſtanding, and ſo become really and 
truly Wiſe. _ 5 | 
2. As by our returning unto God, and ſo coming to 
|| ourſelves, we are made fo wiſe as to be both able and 
willing to keep the Commandments of God: So by our 
Kkeeping the Commandments, we every Day more and 
more encreaſe our Wiſdom, and better our Under- 
ſtandings ; not only becauſe the more we accuſtom our 
[12 Jelves to regulate our Actions according to the Laws 
of God, the better we ſhall be inſtructed and enabled 
do do that wherein our principal Wiſdom doth. con- 
fit; but eſpecially, becauſe if we faithfully and con- 
ſtantly endeavour to fear and obey God, in what be 
| Commands, he will teach us Wiſdom, and make known 
{| Himſelf and bis Laws more and more unto us, and fo 
clear up, and better our Underſtandings in what is 
neceſſar y for us to know and do. more 
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| The Wiſdom of being Holy. 39 
Mhan the Ancients, faith David, becauſe 1 keep 7, Come 
mandments, Pal. cxix. ioo. And thou through thy Come 
mandments haſt made me wiſer thau mine Enemies, ver. 8. 
So that God by his Commandments doth teach Men 
Wiſdom, and makes them that keep them wiſer than 
other People. Yea, the Commandments themſely 
by the Grace of God, help towards the Refinin of 
our Knowledge, and the Bettering of our Under- 
ſtandings. The Teftimony of the Lord is ſure, making 
wiſe the ſimple. The Commandment of the Lord is pure, 
enlightening the Eyes, Pal. xix. 7,8. So that although 
a Man be not of that quick Underſtanding as ſome are, 
in the Laws of God, if he doth but ſincerely endeavour 
to keep them as well as he can, God will enable him to 
know better what to do, as well as to-do that better 


which he knows. To this purpoſe is that gracious 
Promiſe of our Bleſſed Saviour, He that hath 


Com- 
mandments, and keegeth them, he it is that loveth me; 
and he that loveth me, ſhall br loved of my Father, and L 
will love him, and will manifeſt myſelf to him, john xiv; 
21. That is, he that loveth me ſo as to keep my 
Commandments, 1 will ſo love him, as to manifeſt 
myſelf unto. him, acquaint him with my Will and Plea- 
fure, and ſo make him wiſe unto Salvation, directin 
him in the way that leadeth to everlaſting Life. An 
therefore it is no wonder that he that keepeth the 
Commandments is wiſe,” ſeeing Wiſdom itſelf hath - 
omiſed to make bim ſo, by unvailing and manifeſt- 
ing itſelf unto him. This, theretore, is the great 
and principal Reaſon, why they that fear God are ſo 


wife, and fo far exceed all others in Prudence and Un- 


derſtanding; even becauſe they are inſtructed by God 
and Chriſt himſelf, who is the Fountain and Sourſe, 


from wheuce all true Wiſdom and good Under ſtand- 


ing flow. r ; 

And that you may the better underſtand how wiſe 
all thoſe are who are truly holy, who fear and obey 
God, I ſhall in the laſt Place inſtance, in _—_ 
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you; and. yourſelves reconcile 


40. mie Wiſdom of being Holy: © 
thoſe Acts, wherein they ſhew. forth that Wiſdom 
which they have received from above, and manifeſt 
to the World that they are the only Men of a good 


- Naderſtanding who keep the Commandments of God. 


Indeed there is nothing which God hath commanded, 
but it is our Wiſdom to perform it;; as conſidering 
that Obedience to the Laws that he hath enjoined us, 
is indiſpenſably neceſſary to the obtaining of the Hap- 
pineſs which he hath promiſed us. Howſoe ver, that 
Jou may paſs the better judgment upon all the reſt, 
1 ſhall inſtance only in ſome of thoſe particular Graces 
and Vertues which it is our Wiſdom to act, and exer- 

eiſe ourſelves continually in, that you may all be con- 


vinced that it is your Wiſdom as well as Duty to fear 
God and keep his Commands. 22 


. Firſt, Therefore as it is God's moſt gracious Com- 
mand, ſo it is our great Wiſdom to repent, that is, to 
be throughly humbled for, reſolved againſt, and con- 
verted from thoſe Sins which we have heretofore al- 
lowed: and indulged .ourſelves in. For ſeeing Sin is 
the only Cauſe of Evil, if it be our Wiſdom to pre- 
vent Evil, it muſt needs be our n repent of 
Sin ; repenting of Sin being the only way whereby it 
is poſſible for us to avoid the Evil and Puniſhmeats 
which are due unto it. The, Heart ef the Wiſe, faith 
Salomon, is in the Houſe of Mourning, Eccleſ. vii. 4. 
It is the Trick of a Fool to take * UM 1a Sin, but it, 


zs che Part of a Wiſe Man to be forry for it; yea, ſo 


to be ſorry. for it, as ſincerely and conſtantly to en- 


19! deavour. to forſake and leave it. For tell me, Is it 


not your Wiſdom to agree with your Adverſary in the 
Wap 1s it not your Wiſdom to get God reconciled to 
| to him? Is it not 
your Wiſdom: to. get- out of the Road to Hell, and to 
turn into the narrow Path that leads to Heaven? Is 
it not your Wiſdom to refuſe the Evil, and chuſe the 


Soo, to ayoid the Miſery, and embrace the Happineſs 
Wes which, is ſet before you. It you have but ſo much 
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The Wiſdom of being Holy. 41 
Wit as to know what it is to be wiſe, you cannot 
but acknowledge thoſe to be great Acts of Wiſdom. 
And yet there is never a one of them can poſſibly be 
done without Repentance. It being abſolutely impoſſi- 
ble either to pleaſe God here or enjoy him hereafter, 
to eſcape Hell Torments, or attain to the Joys of Hea- 
ven without Repentance. And, therefore, let the vain 
and fooliſh World ſay what it will, the truly humble 
and penitent is the only wiſe and prudent Man. | 
2. To believe in Jeſus Chriſt, ſo as to truſt and de- 

pend upon him, and him alone for Pardon, Accep- 
tance and Salvation; this is ſo great an Act of Wiſ⸗ 
dom, that we can do nothing wiſely without it: For 
we can have no Wiſdom but what we receive from 
Chriſt; neither can we receive any from him, but by 

believing in him; who is therefore ſaid to be made our 
Wiſdom as well as our Righteouſneſs, 1 Cor. i. 30. be- 
cauſe we are made wiſe by him, as well as accepted of 
as righteous in him. Hence when tlie Galatians began 
to ſtagger and err from the Faith of Chriſt, thinking 
to be juſtified by the Works of the Law, St. Paul calls 
them Fools and Madmen for their pains. O fooliſh Ga- 
lations, ſaith he, who hath bew.tched you, that e ſhould not 
obey the Truth, before whoſe Eyes Jeſus Chriſt bath been 
evidently ſet forth crucified among yon? Gal. ii. 21. c. iii. 
1,2. Who hath bewitched you? Implying, that they 
which think to be juſtified or ſaved by their own Obe- 
dience and good Works, are certainly bewitched and 
ſeduced by ſome lying Spirit or other. For no Man in 
his right Wits can poſſibly think that his future Obe- 
dience can ſatisfie for his former Sins, and that a few 
weak Performances upon Earth could merit eternal 
Glory. Theſe are fond Conceits; and ſuch as no ſober 
and prudent Perſon will be ever perſuaded to entertain. 
Eſpecially, conſidering that we have now a certain and 


- infallible Way found out, whereby never a Soul of us 


but may attain to the Pardon of our Sins, and the eter- 


Faith _ 
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w_ Faith in Jeſus Chriſt; who is able to ſave to the utmoſt all 
% thar come unto God by him, Heb. vii. 25. And tell 


me, ſeeing there is but one way whereby you can go 
to God and be ſaved, Is it not your Wiſdom to walk 


in it? Seeing there is but one Redeemer of Mankind 
that can deliver you from Sin and Hell, Is it not your 
Wiſdom to haſte to him? Seeing there ts but one City 
of Refuge, in all the World, which can defend yon 
from the Purſuits of Divine Wrath, Is it fot your Wif- 
dom to haſte thither ?. Seeing there is but one Phyſi- 
clan" that can Cure you of your Spiritual Diſtempers, 
Is it not your Wiſdom to go to him? Seeing there is 
but. one Advocate in the Court of Heaven that can 


plead your Cauſe at the Throne of Grace, Is it not your 


Wiſdom to retain him? Seeing there is but one ſure 


Rock, in all the World, that can keep you from ſinking 


into the bottomleſs Ocean, the Abyſs of Mifery, Is it 


not your Wiſdom'to anchor your hope on him? In a 


Word, Seeing there is no Name given under Heaven where- 


by you can be ſaved, but the Name of Chriſt, Acts iv. F2. 


And yet, ſeeing there is no way neither of being ſaved - 
by him, but by believing in him, ls it not then your 
Wiſdom to lay hold upon him, to believe in him, and 


© obey bis Goſpel ? What is, if this be not Wiſdom ? 


3. Humility alſo is another eſpecial Inſtance of true 


= Wiſdom; when a Matt is low and humble in his 


own Eſteem, how high ſoever he be in others. For 


this argues that a Man hath a good Underſtanding, 


he is acquainted with his own Heart, he knows how 


Vile and ſinful he is, and therefore cannot but be 
humble in his own ſight. And queſtionleſs, it is as 
Sreat a Piece of Wiſdom to be humble, as it is a 


Folly to be proud and haughty. If 1 ſee a Man 
proud, -I am preſently apt to ſuſpect him to be a 
Fool, one that doth not know himſelf, that knows 


"i 5 pot how much Sin, Venom and Corruption is within 

bim. For if he ſaw it, he could not but abhor him- - 

elt, and be humbled under it. An Heathen Poet, 
1 3 
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Perſius by Name, cauld ſay, Tecum habita & noſces 
quam ſit tibi curta ſupellex : Live at home, live with 
thyſelf, look into thy own Heart, and thou ſhalt ſoon 
ſee how little thou haſt to be proud of; or rather, 
how much thou haſt to be humbled for. For what 


_ haſt' thou to be proud of? Art thou proud of thy 


Wiſdom ? If thou hadſt any, thou couldſt not be proud: 


Seeſt thou a Man wiſe in his own Eyes ? ſaith Solomon, 


there is more hopes of a Fool than of him, Prov. xxvi. 12. 
So that he that thinks himſelf wiſe is a Fool; yea; 
he is therefore a Fool becauſe he thinks himſelf wiſe. 
Art thou proud of the Strength of thy Body, or the 
Greatneſs of thy Eſtate ? Thus ſaith Wiſdom itſelf, 
Let not the wiſe Man glory in his Wiſdom; let not the 


. ſtrong Man glory in his Strength; let not the rich Man 
glory in his Riches; Jer. ix. 23, And verily, an Horſe 


hath as much cauſe to be proud of his Trappings or 


, Burden, as any Man hath to be proud of any thing 


he hath or can have here below. And, therefore, 
whatſoever our outward Condition be, how great ſo- 
ever our Gifts and Parts, yea, how ſtrong ſoever our 
Graces and Vertues are, it is ſtill our, Wiſdom to be 
kumble in our own Eyes, and to live as thoſe who 
believe that great Truth, that we can never think 


too highly of God, nor too lowly of ourſelves, 


4. Another great Piece of Wiſdom, whereby they 
that truly fear God manifeſt "themſelves to have a 
good Underſtanding, indeed, is Charity, or a free 


and liberal Diſtribution of what we have ourſelves 


to ſuch as want it. For this is the way to make unte 
ourſelves Friends of the Mammon of Unrighteouſneſs, 


Luke xvi. 9. This is the way to carich ourſelyes 
by relieving others. Neither is there any other way 


ia the World to be rich, and to improve-our Eſtates 


but this. For what we have is not our own ; but 


only God lends it to us to lay out for him. But 


what we give is our own; for we lend it to God to 
ens an, 
x = , f \ ' | 2 


eth 
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ub te the Lord; and that which he hath given, will he 
py bim again, Prov. xix. 17. So that what I have is 
= God's; but what 1 give is mine own. For I have 
lent it to God, and have his Word for it, that he 
will pay it me again; which is infinitely ſurer than 
au the Bonds in the World. And ſo when God 
tends an Eſtate to us we are his Debtors for it; but 
= when we give any thing to the Poor, God acknow- 
Ss ledgeth himſelf our Debtor for that. And, there- 
fore, what we keep we cannot call ours, becauſe we 
= owe it unto God; but what we give we may call 
our own, becauſe God owes it to us, having bound 
bimſelf by his Promiſe that he will pay us it again. 
SE To this purpoſe I have met with an excellent Paſlage 
in St. Com, Why therefore, ſaith he, doſt thou de- 
SE 7rive thyſelf of thoſe things which God would have thee 


„ poſſeſs; for be hath therefore commanded thee to give 


r another that thou thyſelf mighteſt have it, Jos 3 wvGr 
88 en z eurds I xe. brav 3 dried Io; un g dung lacey 
1 qi as rhyſelr keepeſt gg ſo oF: as thyſelf 
it, but when thou giveſt it to another, then thou re- 
= ceiveſt it to thyſelf. So that what we keep, that we 
= want; what we give, that we have; for at the ſame 
time that we give it to another we receive: it our- 
ſelves. And this is laying up for ourſelves Trea- 
Wl ſures in Heaven, by laying- out for God the Treaſures 
that we have upon Earth; which being the only 
good Uſe that we can poſlibly make of what we 
dave, it muſt needs be acknowledged a great Piece 
= of Wiſdom thus to employ what God hath entruſted 
with us to our own Advantage. 
J. The Wiſdom of thoſe who are truly Righteous, 
= appears alſo in the Reſignation of their Wills to God's. 
wi As, we ſee Wiſdom: itſelf did, in our Bleſſed Saviour, 


; 1 | who could ſay, Not my Will, but thine be done. And 
very, thus to reſign our Wills to God's, ſo as to 

WS have no Wills as it were of our own, but to ſubmit 
Wy ourſelves wholly to be guided by the Will of God, 
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is as high an Act of Wiſdom as it is poſſible for us 
to exert; for by this means, we may always have 
our Wills becauſe ' they are the ſame with God's; 
which is always done. Nay, when we have thus given 
our Wills to God's, ſo as to entruſt him always to 
will for us, all Providences whatſoever are in effe& 
but the Acts of our own' Wills, with this extraordi- 
nary Advantage, that they are guided and directed 
by the infinite Wiſdom and Goodneſs of God. And 
as it is the Wiſdom of a Patient to let the Phyſician 
chuſe what Dyet, Phyſick and the like he muſt have, 
ſo it is much more: our Wiſdom thus to entruſt God 
to chuſe for us, and to be well-pleaſed with hischoice, 
though never ſo croſs to our ſinful Deſires; becauſe - 
we cannot but acknowledge that he knows infinitely 
better than ourſelves what is good or hurtful for 
us: Eſpecially, 8 that by this means we 
may make a Vertue of Neceſſity. For God's Will 
beſure muſt be done whether we will or no; and 
therefore it is madneſs in us to reſiſt or gainſay it: 
And our greateſt Wiſdom wholly to ſubmit ourſelves 
unto it, and always to acquieſce contented in it. 
Thus I might mew in all other Acts of true Piety 


whatſoever, that it is our Wiſdom to perform them; 


and that the truly Pious manifeſt themſelves to be the 
only wiſe Men, by every Act of Obedience which 


they perform to the Commandments of God. For 


what ? Doth Wiſdom teach you to live happily in 
the World? Then the Godly are the only wile Men 
in it; who often retire from the vexatious Buſtles and 


Tumults of this diſtracting World, that they may. 


fix and unite their Hearts to draw nigh to God, and 
enjoy Communion with the chiefeſt Good, the Foun- 
tain of all true Happineſs. Doth Wiſdom teach you 
to prefer the Good before the Evil? Then they that 
fear God are wiſe in chuſing the greateſt Suffering 
rather then the leaſt Sin; there being more real Evil 


in the leaſt Sin than in the greateſt Suffering imagi- 


nable. 


\ 


' 
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SS kable. Doth Wiſdom teach you to conſult your 
Books to ſee what others owe to you and you to 
= others, that you may know your outward Eſtate and 
Condition? How much wiſer are the Godly, who 
oft examine themſelves, and conſider how the Caſe 
ſtands betwixt God and their Souls? Is it your Wiſ- 
dom to have a Care of yourſelves, and not to run 
beadlong into Ruin and Perdition? Then there is 
none ſo wiſe as the Godly, who are always watchful 
over themſelves, and careful to avoid Sin, the only 
Cauſe of all our Miſery. Is it your Wiſdom to do 
= that well which you can do but once, and which 
can never be meaded, if it be once ill done? Then 
certainly they that truly fear God muſt carry away 
tie Palm for Wiſdom from all the World beſides; for 
Sg they are always ready to die, and ſo to do that well 
= which they can never do, again. They were the 
ws fooliſh Virgins which wanted it; the wiſe had Oil 
i their Lamps, true Grace in their Hearts, and fo 
were ready when the Bridegroom came, and there- 
fore they entred into the Bride-chamber when the 
wy others were ſhut out, and with all their Importuni- 
ties could never after be admitted to come in. 
But what need I inſtance in any more Particulars? 
= Theſe may be ſyfficient to demonſtrate that the Fear of 
= the Lord, or true Holineſs, is the rw, both the Be- 
& - ginning and the End of true Wiſdom; having proved 
* unto you that Sinners ſo long as ſuch, are meer Fools, 
not having attained ſo far as to the firſt Beginning of 
= Wiſdom; and that Saints, fo far as ſuch, they are 
truly wile. All which 1 have endeayoured to explain 
= with that clearneſs and perſpicuity, that none of you 
chat have any Underſtanding at all but muſt needs 
=_ confeſs, that they only have a good Underſtanding | - 
chat fear God and keep his Commandments. And, 
= therefore, I hope you have all prevented me in what 
l intended for the Applicatiom of this Truth; which 
das, to adviſe and ſtir you up to do that which yon 
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cannot but be now convinced is not only your Duty 
and Intereſt, but your Wiſdom too to do; even to 
devote yourſelves for the future wholly to the Ser- 
vice of Almighty God, to fear, honour and obey him: 
For I cannot perſuade myſelf but you all deſire to 
act like wiſe Men. This I am ſure of, you all ei- 
ther are or would be accounted wiſe: But aſſure 
yourſelves whatſoever your Condition be in this 
World, howſoever cunning and ſubtle you may be 
in the Management of worldly Affairs, whatſoever 
Conceits you may. have of yourſelves, whatſoever 
Opinion others may entertain of you, yet in the 
Indgment of wiſe Men, and of the All-wiſe God 
himſelf, you neither are nor can be truly wiſe until 
you be truly good. And, therefore, if any of you 
defire, as I hope you all do, to manifeſt yourſelves 
to be ſober and diſcreet, wiſe and prudent Men and 
Women, take this Courſe to do it; break off your 
former Sins by Repentance, and ſhewing Mercy to 
the Poor, and believe in Chriſt for Pardon and Sal- 
vation; love God's Perſon, and obey his Precepts; 
truſt on his Promiſes, and fear his Threatnings; ſan- 
Rifie his Sabbaths, and reverence his Name; be loyal 
to your Soveraign, and obedient to Magiſtrates ; be 
faithful to your Friends, and loving to your Enemies; 
kind and charitable, juſt and. equitable unto all: In a 
Word, fear God and keep his Commandments; for 
this is the whole Duty of Man, and his Wiſdom 


too, Dan, xii. 3. 
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